
 Breeding for improved health and well-being of our cows is an important topic that requires a comprehensive approach. Recently much media 
attention has been given to improving the immune response of cows. But, just as critical is breeding for cows that have the genetic ability to 
avoid disease. At the end of the day, we all want productive, healthy, fertile and easy-to-manage cows and breeding programs need to put some 
attention on all these areas. Focusing on one area (e.g. immune response) can lead to a lack of attention to other important areas and less than 
optimal results from your breeding program. 
  Existing genetic evaluations provide useful tools to help select for overall healthy cows. Traditionally these traits have not received much 
publicity. But, if you are interested in making genetic improvement in health traits, it’s worthwhile to track down this information. Genetic 
evaluations for somatic cell score have established an excellent track record in identifying bulls that transmit reduced incidence of mastitis. Look 
for bulls with breeding values below 3.00 and remember that lower breeding values are desirable for this trait. Daughter fertility is a very good 
indirect indicator of cow health. Improving cows’ immune response may not help them avoid metabolic diseases and it’s clear that cows that are indirect indicator of cow health. Improving cows’ immune response may not help them avoid metabolic diseases and it’s clear that cows that are 
healthier in early lactation are easier to get pregnant. Bulls with breeding values above 100 are above breed average and likely have daughters 
that do better at staying healthy in early lactation. Calving problems in heifers is an issue that often leads to health problems later in lactation 
and again something that won’t be improved by selecting for improved immune response. Look for bulls above 100 for both calving ability and 
daughter calving ability. Finally, when all the components fall properly into place, we end up with cows with long herd life. From an overall daughter calving ability. Finally, when all the components fall properly into place, we end up with cows with long herd life. From an overall 
perspective, herd life is a good general indicator of the right traits in the right balance. Bulls with breeding values for herd life above 100 indicate 
those that transmit production, health and fertility in the right proportion. 
 Below is a comparison of progeny-proven sires that carry designations of transmitting superior health traits. The Select Sires bulls compare very 
favorably for their ability to produce daughters that calve easy, stay healthy and breed back while delivering better overall performance. After all, 
that is the point of breeding for healthier cows. that is the point of breeding for healthier cows. 
 

Observer

Rugg-Doc Obsv Carmindsay- ET (VG-86-VG-MS)

Dempsey

Morsan Dempsey Della (VG-87)

Shamrock

Ladys-Manor Shmrk Design-ET (VG-85)



Our Products:
Specifically designed to assist the cow when challenged by mycotoxins. DAIRY Maximizer improves silent heats and can lower somatic cell counts. DAIRY Maximizer 
is recommended when there is a combination of breeding, production and herd health problems stemming from mold-driven issues. Dairy Maximizer is more 
effective than other direct-fed microbials (DFM) due to the presence of L-Form Bacteria. Because L-Form bacteria are dormant until consumed and have 
an excellent shelf life,  L-Form Bacteria survive when mixed with high mineral feed ingredients: allowing them to reach the lower digestive system unharmed. 
 If your herd is experiencing challenges, a Select Sires Canada Product Specialist or Sales Representative 

will come to your farm, take a sample of your feed and test for mycotoxins at no cost to you. We will then 
review the results with you to determine how Dairy Maximizer could work for you. 

 OUR CUSTOMERS TALK ABOUT:
“We have been using Dairy Maximizer and DTX in our herd for two years now following a 
recommendation from our veterinarian.Today we are very pleased with the results obtained, 
as our somatic cell count has dropped by 100,000, the manure is more consistent, our 
conception rate has lowered by one breeding per cow and we have shortened the calving 
interval by 40 days. Thanks to these results, we are convinced that we have the right 
products to help improve our overall herd health.” Jean-Sébastien Chagnon - Ferme Chalait.  
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